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2017 Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA Calendar 

  

 

 

 

 

May 21, 2017   16th Annual BBC Flea Market  

May 22-25, 2017:  16th Annual BBC Tour 

June 3, 2017:   Dust-off Tour to Golden Age Air Museum 

June 25-30, 2017:  New England Brass and Gas Tour 

July 16, 2017:   Muddy Creek Forks SVR Event in York County 

August  19, 2017:  SVR Run to Rough and Tumble at Kinzers 

October   4-7, 2017:  AACA Hershey Flea Market and National Meet 

October  8-9, 2017:  Hershey Hangover  VI Tour 

 

President’s Message                 pg. 4 

HCCA National News        pg. 5  

BBC Flyer                                  pg. 6 

Spring Meeting Notes         pg.  8 

Spring Dust-off Flier         pg. 9 

Our 100 Year-old Car                pgs. 10-15 

Hershey Hangover VI                pgs. 16-18 

Just for Fun                                pg. 19 

Announcements             pgs. 20 

Classifieds  and          pgs. 21-22 

Resources                       

Inside this Issue... 

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA   



 3 

 

Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA Contact Page 

Join the Susquehanna Valley Region  

Horseless Carriage Club of America:  

         Contact: Mike Romano 

    Email: m.romano@rcn.com  

   Home phone: 610-588-0757 

Officers for 2017 

President       Jeff Lesher 

Vice President   Pat Gamble 

Treasurer    Don Barlup 

Secretary     Philip Jamison 

Web Master &     

Newsletter    Tracy Lesher 

Membership Chairperson Mike Romano 

Check us out on Facebook at  

Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA! 

Upload pictures of your  brass car adventures 

                     and projects to our page.   

Your Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA Editor can be reached 

via email at: edsvrhcca@gmail.com  

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA    
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President’s Message May 2017 

 

It’s May and time for another touring season to begin. Of course, I failed to  

inform Mother Nature of this and we once again have had to postpone the Dust 

off Tour.   Golden Age has been great to work with and luckily June 3rd was 

available for a picnic at the museum.  This also bought me some time to finish 

the projects that started after our fall tour and meeting. I must say that Molly 

the Buick looks great with a new top and hopefully her radiator will no longer 

require me to carry a an extra gallon jug of water. 

We had a great turn-out for the spring meeting at Tom Schell’s garage and I 

want to thank everyone that came out and participated.  The BBC Tour is in 

just a few days and my last messages from Clay and Gil sound like everything 

is pretty well set.  We will be laying out the Flea Market on Saturday, and with 

beautiful weather on Sunday should have the largest pre-war flea market and 

car show on the East coast.  The tour book is complete and I’m sure all 85  

participants will have a great time. 

With Strasburg Railroad cancelling the auto show for this year, we’ve had Brad 

Kline set up a July event for us to show our vehicles at Muddy Creek Forks in 

York county.  This should be a lot of fun and they are excited to have us     

participate.  I plan on taking a group down to Kinzers in August for Rough and 

Tumble and maybe we can pull together another tour in conjunction with our 

fall meeting.  Also, the details for the Hershey Hangover VI are complete; the 

registration info is in this issue.  We will be based in Denver (PA Turnpike Exit) 

this year and will travel up into Lebanon county on Sunday and then do a tour 

of the New Holland Factory on Monday with great lunches each day as well as 

banquet Sunday evening.  We will limit the group to 35 cars and as many 1, 2 

and high wheelers as we can get.  Gil Sr. has already planned most of the 

routes and now all we need to do is hope Penn Dot and the Townships get all 

the construction done in time. 

Don’t forget to go over your vehicles carefully before taking them out this 

spring.  Make sure brakes are adjusted, everything is greased, tires are full 

and rims are solidly mounted.  Plus, don’t forget to make sure your fire          

extinguisher is charged.  We want to have a safe season with no surprises!!!!  

 - Happy Cranking, Jeff 

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA             
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If you are attending any Brass 

Car events I would very much             

appreciate your willingness to 

snap pictures and write an       

article for the next newsletter. I 

am always looking for material. 

Send articles and pictures to  

Tracy at:   edsvrhcca@gmail.com  

 

The Spring Dust-off is rescheduled 

for 

Saturday, June 3rd 
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Minutes of March 19, 2017 Meeting Susquehanna Chapter, HCCA 

At Ton Schell's collection, Lititz, PA 
  
At 2:20PM, meeting, with 26 in attendance, was called to order by President Lesher. 

Treasurer Don Barlup introduced his report stating the chapter's current balance of $11,542.27. His re-
port was seconded and accepted. 

OLD BUSINESS saw a continuation of the last meeting's proposal for scholarship donations from the 
chapter's surplus funds. Various possibilities were discussed: the Penn College in Williamsport, PA and 
their vintage auto restoration course, and McPherson College. Also, a donation to the Horseless Carriage 
Club's educational arm, the HCEI, was suggested. A motion was passed to appoint a committee to ex-
plore a possible endowment with $2500 paid by our chapter. 

NEW BUSINESS saw a slate of club officers nominated and approved by voice vote: 

President   Jeff Lesher 
Vice President  Pat Gamble 
Secretary   Phil Jamison 
Treasurer   Don Barlup 
Membership Secretary   Mike Romano 
Newsletter  Tracy Lesher 

The 2017 calendar was introduced: 

May 6   Dust-Off Tour 
May 21  BBC Flea Market 
July 16  Muddy Creek Forks car show 
Aug. 19  Kinzer Rough & Tumble Drive 
Oct 8-9  Hershey Hangover Tour 
Nov. 5  Fall Chapter Meeting (location undecided) 

Bob Ladd informed all of various national HCCA news, including a planned Yellowstone National Park 
Tour in 2018. Also, Clay Green was applauded for winning the HCCA Marion Welsh Award. 

David Deardorff delivered a brief chronicle of his dramatic California-to-Louisiana trip at the wheel of a 
newly-purchased 1915 Ford Model T. The 9.5 day journey was accomplished with one day of prepara-
tion. 

The membership thanked Mr. Schell for the generous use of his spotless new garage. Motion to adjourn 
accepted. 

  
Phil Jamison 

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA   
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                       Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA 

Spring ‘17 Dust Off Tour – Saturday, June 3 

Golden Age Air Museum Picnic 
Meet at 9:00 AM at Weaver’s Market, Adamstown, PA 

 

 

                                                            

 

 

We will tour through Lebanon County ending up at Golden Age Air Museum 

where we will be able to tour the hangars and have a picnic lunch in their 

pavilion.  Admission is $5 per person payable when we arrive.  Please bring 

a trash bag with your lunch.  No food is available at the Museum.  Meet in 

the rear lot at Weaver’s – plenty of room for trailer parking and you can al-

ways purchase your picnic supplies at Weaver’s Snack Bar before we leave. 

Weaver’s Market is located at the intersection of PA - RT 897 and RT 272 in 

Adamstown – just off Denver/Ephrata Exit of PA Turnpike at US 222  

Tour is open to any vehicles 1931 and older and we have no limit as to 

number of cars – please respond by May 29th. 

 

Please RSVP So that we have an accurate participant count: 

RSVP to Jeff Lesher 475 West RT 897, Reinholds,  PA  17569 

     717-336-3203   or  lesh4@dejazzd.com 

Driver:     _______________________________________ 

Car Year:  ____________   Car Make:  ___________________ 

Cell #:     _____________  Trailering:     Yes                   No 

  

                                                                                

mailto:lesh4@dejazzd.com
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Sometime in the mid 1990's we were   

invited to accompany the Greens on a 
Gas and Brass tour in New England.  We 

stayed in our camper in the north woods 
next to a stream and were picked up   

daily by the Greens. Their 1910 Cadillac  
had some carburetor problems which was 

repaired in the rain (after lunch at     
Bretton Woods prior to going to Mt. 

Washington) and even with the top up 
my wife and I got rained on in the back 

seat from the rain coming in between the 
top and the top of the windshield.  Each 

night we would go back to the hotel and 
stand in awe at the fascinating pre - 1916 

automobiles.  My first car was a 1936 

Ford pickup which I painted at 16 years 
old then owned a 1956 Ford convertible 

and a 1957 Chevy which we took on our 

honeymoon.  But these pre -16 cars were 
the cats meow.  In the fall of 1994 Clay 

and I drove to Cleveland, Ohio and 
brought home our 1912 Model 43 Buick.    

 
 During our week in the north woods 

we spent time with several other folks to 
get a better understanding of this      

hobby.  We were enjoying a four cylinder 
tour but several people  mentioned that a 

two cylinder tour was even more fun with 
only 30 plus cars, fewer people and  

slower speeds.  The following year (1995)  
I was walking through a local car show/

flea market and met Dave Leon who had 

owned  REO's for over 20 years.   
 

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA   

My 100 Year-old Car: 1908 REO Model A 

By Lee Turner 

Above: Side by side Lee and Helen Turner on the  2015 BBC with their former 1910 Reo. Even 

though this is not the 1908 car being chronicled—the picture is just too cute! 
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I inquired about 2 cylinder REO's and 

asked if he knew of any for sale.   
He pulled a newspaper advertisement 

out of his pocket for the sale of a 1908 
Reo in York, Pa. the following weekend. 

 
         I arrived at the sale and checked 

out the Reo and almost went home.  
The sky was dark and it was raining, 

the barn was dark and the car was a 
dark green with flat tires.  I had called 

the auctioneer and he said he thought 
all  it needed was a rear window.   This 

car was stored since 1930, was in a 
basement in York during a hurricane in 

1972 which caused a flood and I could 

see the water line showing in the upper 
windshield.  The car had been stored in 

the haymow of the barn for over 30 
years.  I went over the car with Dave 

and he was amazed at the originality of 

the car.  Matching lights, intake mani-
fold, wheels, body in great        condi-

tion, original belly pan and only surface 
rust on any metal parts.  After Dave's' 

amazing comments on        originality I 
was hooked.  As it turned out I pur-

chased the car from the  grandchildren 
(twins- boy and girl) of the original 

owner who was a REO   dealer in 1908   
---   this was his car.  We have a picture 

of the grandchildren standing in their 
grandfather’s       showroom window. 

Our nephews'   wedding was on that 
same day in West Chester and I made it 

to the sale, bid on some other items -  

won the bid on the REO and walked in 
the church just as the bride was walking 

down the aisle. 
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 The next week we took our car 

trailer to pickup the car and with the 
help of a neighbor and some winches 

we were able to bring the car home.  
This five passenger touring car has a    

removable  back seat and we lifted off 
the rear section and used a power 

washer to hose down the entire car.  
There were two missing pieces for the 

car.  The door under the front seat had 
probably been washed away in the flood 

and the carbide generator had been   
replaced with an acetylene 'B' tank.    

After removing the hood it was obvious 
that the water tank and the gas tank 

would have to be replaced since they 

looked like Swiss cheese.  When we   
removed the belly pan (which is still in 

the attic and in great condition) we 
found a piece of the front jug in the 

pan.  After the flood someone had not 
opened the petcocks to drain out the 

water.  The rest of the car was in great 
condition and very complete. 

           
         We removed the engine and 

transmission from the car and took 
them to Rene Green’s Uncle Bill, a     

retired machinist with a basement full of 
equipment.  We measured the cast iron 

pistons and placed an order with Egge 

for aluminum replacements.  We       
noticed that there was mud and water 

in the bottom of the crankcase.      
However, when the engine stopped so 

many years ago neither of the rods 
were in the water, only part of one rod 

keeper was damaged, the engine had 
stopped horizontally.  After cleaning out 

the crankcase case and transmission I 
had half a quart of Pennsylvania red 

mud.   Uncle Bill machined new keepers 
for the rods as well as repairing one 

tooth in the low gear casing that had 

been in water for many years.   We took 

the engine to the Babbitt Pot to have 
the main and rod bearings replaced.   

 
The front jug was damaged from    

freezing and we shipped the head (in a 
five gallon bucket) to Frank Casey in 

Massachusetts who “Stitch Welded” the 
piece back into the head.  Beautiful job 

and no leaks in 20 years.  The gas and 
water tanks were next and I located a 

local heating company who made their 
own duct work.  I took the tanks to a 

young man in the back of the shop and 
he made duplicates using   galvanized 

sheeting of the pieces just as Reo had 

made them.  The next step was to rivet 
these pieces together as original and for 

this I turned to Elmer Fox who had re-
paired radiators as a  career.  Elmer 

and I spent over two days (with his four 
white German   shepherds) drilling and 

riveting several hundred rivets to dupli-
cate both tanks and then Elmer used a 

hand soldering iron to seal all of the 
seams.  The      radiator is made in hor-

izontal sections and stacked and sealed 
at each end with a rubber    washer.  

Elmer took the radiator apart, installed 
new washers, repaired some leaks in 

the tubing and tested the       radiator.  

No leaks 20 years later.  What a pleas-
ure to work with someone so   talented. 
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 The cousin (Al Thompson) of the   

neighbor who helped us bring the car 
home was  a craftsman in working with 

wood.  I had contacted Gary Turley and 
he sent me a very detailed drawing of 

the missing panel under the front seat.  
Al used the drawing and the rear panel 

to reproduce that front panel with inlays 
to perfection.   The missing carbide  

generator looked to be the real        
challenge since it mounted on a side  

bracket instead of on the running board.  
I located  a man in Hilton Head, NC who 

used to work with brass but was now  in 
construction.  He agreed to reproduce 

one more carbide generator and our car 

was complete. 
 

Our son Jerry, and I  removed the tires 
with a sawzall since they were so stiff 

that using tire irons would have      
damaged the tire rims.  The next step 

was sand blasting the frame and the 
rims which was done in the back yard.  

All metal parts were sprayed with an  
acid etching primer and then DuPont 

two part primer prior to final color.  The 
wooden wheels ( spoke part) were sand 

blasted at a low pressure and then 
treated with a coat of kwik-poly.  The 

kwik-poly seals the wood from       

moisture.  The spokes were then     
sanded, filled in with body putty, 

sprayed with primer and sprayed the  
final color.  My wife and  I have done 

the wheels on four brass cars using this 
method. They included the 1908 REO, 

1912 Buick, 1909 EMF and a 1910 REO.  
It takes about 40 hours to complete 

each wheel from start to finish. 
 

 The body was in excellent condition and 
after using a paint remover to take off 

the original paint I discovered that the 
original red paint had been painted over 

with a dark green.  I assume the grand-

father did not like the new red  color and 
had his car repainted the same color as 

the 1905 to 1907 cars.  With the sun 
shining on the now red paint I used a 

color swatch from  local body shop to 
match the color.  The   current color of 

the car is not the REO red, but is a 
beautiful raspberry color which I compli-

mented by painting the wooden trim a 
darker cherry color.   

 
     After sanding the old finish down 

to the wood we coated the entire wood-
en body with kwik-poly to seal the wood 

just like the wheels.  The above cars 

were all restored using the same  meth-
od.  After the primer coats were sanded 

the body was taken to the local body 
shop for final paint in a down draft 

booth.  The pin striping and the Reo 
logo on the side of the body were done 

freehand by Mike Hirsch who also paint-
ed the Flyers logo (under the ice) at the 

Philadelphia Arena. 
 

 We were fortunate with the top 
and  upholstery in that a traveling man 

from Missouri, Lauren Chrisman. was in 
New Jersey doing two other cars.  He 

stopped in Philadelphia to replenish his  

filler material (horse hair, cow tail, etc.)  
and spent several days making the seats 

and top for our car while staying in our 
motor home.  He developed a bronchial 

problem while with us and had to return 
home,  the front seats were completed 

by Gary Maucher from Newtown, Pa. 
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Early REO advertisement from 1908 (different model from the Turner’s) 

 While all of this was in process 

we were busy polishing brass and re-
storing various hardware to mount on 

the car.  Uncle Bill put new tapered 
bearings in the front axel, new bear-

ings and axels in the rear of the car, 
new pushrods with seals in the block, 

reproduced the brass latch for the 
front panel, new water pump shaft and 

other things I cannot remember.  All 
leather belts with buckles were as 

original on the car.  We took the belts 
to Smucker's Harness Shop for perfect 

reproductions.  New material was 
placed on all bands-reverse, foot 

brake, low gear and emergency. New 

floor boards with battleship linoleum 

from Tony Lauria in Landenburg.    All 

of the brass lights and the brass horn 
were restored by Joe Van Sciver. 

 
 Our goal in this restoration was 

to show the car at the 1997 fall Her-
shey meet for initial judging.  Howev-

er, a Reo tour in Canada was too en-
ticing to pass up.  In the summer of 

1997 we had a running driving neat 
little put-put that we had every confi-

dence that it would make a 3 day tour 
in Canada.  As the cars lined up for the 

first tour the five 1 and 2 cylinder cars 
started to leave early.   
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We were told that every one leaves at 

the same time and remains in line.  
Since we were at the head of the line 

we started out with everyone trailing 
behind (at about 20 MPH or K) and en 

route we noticed a small business on 
the side of the road called the 'Cookie 

Factory'.  Since there was a long, 
straight route to lunch and no coffee 

stop how could we pass up such an in-
vitation.  The put-puts all pulled in to 

the parking lot and were followed by 
only two modern REOs who did not get 

out of the car but immediately got back 
into line.   

 

 

 
 

Two hours later we arrived for lunch at 

about 11:30 where everyone else had 
been sitting at picnic tables for some 

time waiting for lunch, needless to say 
we did not share our cookies. 

 
 You can imagine the effort that 

took place over a two year period to 
get this Reo to Hershey in the fall of 

1997 where it received its first junior 
and was invited for pictures in front of 

the Hershey factory. 
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The Turner’s finished product. Their beautiful brass 1908 REO. 
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    Just for Fun…  
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A chaperoned outing 

Moderately  

Confused  

By  

Jeff Stahler 
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Announcements 

Thank-you to Lee Turner for his  

outstanding contribution to this issue of 

Sassy Brass. 

Thank-you to Tom Schell for hosting 

our Spring SVR Meeting! 
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Classifieds  

1954 Harley /Davidson Servi Car with tow bar, 

all done. 

Contact:  Clay Green 

 cgreen3rd@comcast.net    

 215-313-2734 

1955 Chevrolet Convertible for sale.   

Contact: Clay Green cgreen3rd@comcast.net  

215-313-2734     

Next classifieds submission deadline is June 30 to be included in the next 

newsletter.  Ads should be 25-30 words in length and can include photos. Ads 

maybe submitted by via email to edsvrhcca@gmail.com or mailed to  

Tracy Lesher—475 West Route 897, Reinholds, PA 17569. 

mailto:cgreen3rd@comcast.net
tel:215-313-2734
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This link has an index of pure gas stations for Pennsylvania and all 

50 states. 

http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=PA  

Brad-Penn Oil can be purchased at Cumberland Truck Equipment 

Co. 

Locations in Ephrata, Carlisle, Chambersburg & Nottingham 

Resources  

http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=PA

