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August  19, 2017:  SVR Run to Rough and Tumble at Kinzers 

October   4-7, 2017:  AACA Hershey Flea Market and National Meet 

October  8-9, 2017:  Hershey Hangover  VI Tour 

November 5, 2017:  Fall SVR Business Meeting 

March 2018:                  Spring SVR Business Meeting  

May 5, 2018:   SVR Spring Dust-off Run  

May 20, 2018:   17th Annual BBC Flea Market  

May 21-24, 2018:  17th Annual BBC Tour 
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Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA Contact Page 

Join the Susquehanna Valley Region  

Horseless Carriage Club of America:  

         Contact: Mike Romano 

    Email: m.romano@rcn.com  

   Home phone: 610-588-0757 

Officers for 2017 

President       Jeff Lesher 

Vice President   Pat Gamble 

Treasurer    Don Barlup 

Secretary     Philip Jamison 

Web Master &     

Newsletter    Tracy Lesher 

Membership Chairperson Mike Romano 

Check us out on Facebook at  

Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA! 

Upload pictures of your  brass car adventures 

                     and projects to our page.   

Your Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA Editor can be reached 

via email at: edsvrhcca@gmail.com  
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President’s Message August 2017 

 

So, how many miles have you put on your Horseless Carriage so far this summer?  I 

ask because here we are at the end of July and Tracy and the boys and I have just 

come back from a tour in upstate Pennsylvania and central New York in the Overland, 

and even though the Overland broke, we still had a great time.  It’s all about having 

fun and getting out and letting people find out and experience what we do with these 

relics.  We (all of us in the car) ended up being interviewed for a local television show 

in Wellsboro, Pa and the theme was the fact that this is a family affair.   The reporter 

loved the fact that the boys were in the back, strapped in with their seat belts and 

could explain all about the car.  We even got to give some rides and offer photo op-

portunities for people that will enjoy showing off their pictures and telling about the 

100 year old car they got to sit in. 

If you think you need to find a reason to get out and drive, keep in mind we had a lot 

of fun on our little trip out to the Golden Age Air Museum and we’ll be making a nice 

drive to the Threshermen’s Reunion and Steam Show in August.  Don Barlup and I are 

discussing a little tour up in Perry county followed by our Fall meeting for the         

beginning of November.  The plan will be to meet on Sunday, November 5th for a 

short  covered bridge and fall foliage tour with a stop for lunch and then our fall     

meeting at Don’s “Man Cave/Gas Station” where he keeps the majority of his          

collection.  More details will be coming as we finalize the times for the tour as well as 

the meeting.  Anyone that has been on any of the previous Perry County tours can  

attest to how beautiful it is up there. 

I also want to express my personal gratitude to Pat Gamble who has agreed to         

co-chair BBC with Gil Jr as Clay begins to enter into his retirement.  Pat said he had 

such a  great time on this year’s BBC that he simply couldn’t resist Clay’s opportunity.  

I think Pat will do a great job – with tutelage from the retiring master plus Gil will 

make sure he doesn’t go astray.  But remember, before BBC we will also be hosting 

this year’s Hershey Hangover the Sunday and Monday after Hershey.  We’ll be doing 

northern Lancaster and southern Lebanon counties on Sunday and then down to New 

Holland Tractor and some other local sights on Monday.  There are still about 10 spots 

left for cars and plenty of room for passengers.  So get your cars out and have fun!!!! 

 

Happy Cranking, 

Jeff 
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Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA 

Tour to Rough and Tumble Reunion  

Saturday, August 19, 2017  -  Kinzers, PA 

 

 

Join us for a scenic 25 mile tour from Adamstown to the Threshermen’s       

Reunion in Kinzers.    

There will be no admission charged and each vehicle receives parking inside 

the grounds of the Reunion.  

Meet (trailer parking) at the rear of Weaver’s Market – Adamstown 

(intersection of RT 272 and RT 897) between 8:30 and 9:00 AM –  Return 

Route will have an Ice Cream Stop!!    

Leave by 9:15 AM on a short tour to Kinzers to be on field by 10:15 AM – we 

will enter the reunion as a group - you can leave any time during the day 

RSVP to Jeff Lesher   - so we print enough directions  – no admission fee – no 

coffee stop  

Email : lesh4@dejazzd.com  or cell: 610-639-2977  or house: 717-336-3203 

Driver:  ______________________________________________________  

Cell: _________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________        

City:  ______________________________  State:  ______   Zip: _________       

Passenger(s): __________________________________________________      

Make:  ______________________  Model:   ____________  Year:  _______              

Deadline:  Aug 17, 2017 
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On Saturday June 3rd an intrepid group 

of Susquehanna Valley Region members 
set forth from Adamstown, PA out to 

Golden Age Air Museum in Bethel, PA. 
John and Mary Etta Hershey were       

celebrating their 50th wedding anniver-
sary too. Their Model T was appropriately  

decorated by family members.  Clay 
Green was in need of a navigator as his 

favorite blonde Rene was unavailable.  So 
our Augie ended up being Clay’s co-pilot.  

Jeff’s route took us from Northern      
Lancaster County up through Eastern 

Lebanon County just north of I-78. These 
are some of my favorite roads especially 

through the village of Millbach in Millcreek 

Township. Millbach was settled in 1720 
and is truly “the land that time forgot.”  If 

you removed the modern vehicles from 

driveways, you could easily picture    
yourself back in time +250 years ago. 

The colonial architecture is evident     
throughout the village.  Except for a 

morning rain shower the drive was      
uneventful. 

 
The Golden Age Air Museum was         

established in 1997 for the purpose of 
educating the public about the early days 

of air flight. The collection dates back to 
1916 and contains over three dozen    

antique airplanes. Their most prized piece 
is a 1918 Curtiss JN4D Flying Jenny. 
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Spring Dust-off 2017 

By Tracy Lesher 

Susquehanna Valley Region members parked on the lawn at Golden Age Air Museum. 
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Just this past year, a sixteen year-old girl 

flew the Curtiss Jenny for her first solo 
flight.  This particular Jenny is restored to 

its original condition. Earl S. Daugherty 
was its pilot as noted on the paint job. 

 
Jeff and I learned that both Willys-

Overland Company and the Velie         
Automobile Company had instrumental 

roles (no puns intended) in early airplane 
engines. One the curators gave us an 

outstanding tour of the museum.   

The ride back to Adamstown was            

uneventful and more importantly there 
was no rain. Augie Lesher survived his 

first official navigation assignment with 
Clay even if Augie left his hoodie in Clay’s 

Buick.  Clay was very well behaved too 
and did not say any bad words in front of 

Augie.   
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John and Mary Etta Hershey in their ‘14  Model T Clay Green and his navigator Augie Lesher. 

Left: Golden Age’s 

1918  Curtiss JN4D 

“Jenny” in flight. 
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    Brass and Gas 
2017 
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If you are attending any Brass 

Car events I would very much             

appreciate your willingness to 

snap pictures and write an       

article for the next newsletter. I 

am always looking for material. 

Send articles and pictures to  

Tracy at:   edsvrhcca@gmail.com  

 

Below: Jackie and Betty on a 

Maine "beach" in Castine, Maine. 

Bottom right: Jackie with Mike 

Romano and his 1914 Ford in 

Northeast Harbor. On the right: 

Jackie in her pretty 1913 Over-

land atop Cadillac Mountain at 

Acadia National Park.  
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 This short story is an addendum to the last 

issue of Sassy Brass article written by Lee Turner on 

the restoration of their 1908 two cylinder REO. As 

was previously mentioned, this REO was a true barn 

find. 

 Before I introduce you to some neat features 

of this little "Put-put," I want you to enjoy some 

tours and tribulations that we have experienced 

while owning this automobile. 

 When working on the valves and push rods 

on a REO the oiler must be removed to have access 

to these parts. I was working on the push rods and 

forgot the warning no to turn the crank until the alu-

minum spacer between the block and the spacer was 

re-bolted down. I forgot and turned the crank crack-

ing the spacer which was repaired locally - just a 

reminder to you REO owners. Our oiler did not 

seem to be working properly and Gary Hoonsbeane 

sent a drawing showing the location and sizes of  

various steel balls that operate the oiler. Rene 

Green's Uncle Bill (previous article) rebuilt the oiler 

and sent me an  envelope with the remaining parts 

labeled, "Turner's Balls." 

 As I mentioned before, we purchased he car 

in the fall of 1995 and were able to complete the res-

toration for presentation for a First Junior in the fall 

of 1997. We attended an AACA National Meet in 

Salisbury, MD in the spring of 1998 and received 

the Senior Award.  In the summer of 1998 we      

attended a two cylinder tour in Berlin, Ohio with 

Mel and Sally Draper. During the tour we noticed a 

persistent leak around the water inlet in the rear cyl-

inder. This did not appear to be corrected with stitch 

welding as with the front cylinder and we took the 

rear cylinder the Long Island to a man that had re-

pairer aircraft during WWII. He repaired aircraft 

blocks and parts by building a hot fire in the sand 

and after welding the part together, the sand was 

pushed over the block/parts to allow them to cool 

slowly. He repaired our head but in a tour the       

following year we had to stop the car due to an    

inconsistent knock inside the engine. After pulling 

the rear head no discovered a piece of metal between 

the piston and the top of the head that must have 

been used in the repair but was now bouncing 

around inside of the block. No damage, no leaks, no 

problem - back to touring. 

 In February of 1999 at the AACA Annual 

Meeting Banquet the REO received The Pamphilion 

Distinguished Cat Award. This trophy is warded to a 

pre-1916 self-propelled land vehicle of outstanding 

merit. He following spring we took the car for a 20 

mile ride through back roads around our house and 

parked the car in the garage still idling. We heard the 

car make some funny rough sounds and finally stop. 

When I turned the c and there was no compression - 

as is not unusual for a two cylinder REO the crank 

had broken.   

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA   

My 100 Year-old Car: 1908 REO Model A 

Part Deux  

By Lee Turner 
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 We learned that a one piece crank          

machined from a billet was the best choice and we 

asked John LaPorte and his son to create a new 

crankshaft for the car. John discovered that the 

crank bearings (babbits) had not been center bored 

and the car always had a rocking motion.  As a 

warning to everyone - each time we have removed 

the heads (after draining he radiator and opening 

the petcocks on the block) there is always a pint of 

water that drains out of the block when removed 

from the car. So when cold weather hits sufficient 

freeze protection is a must! 

 We signed up for and put on our first 

HCCA tour in West Chester, PA for one and two 

cylinder cars and 10 horsepower steamers. Out 

tour included Tom Marshall's steam collection, 

Herr's  potato chips, local historical sites, Hagley 

and QVC. About 16 miles into the tour, the REO 

camshaft broke and it was back home on a roll-

back. The tour was a great success and we have on 

several more since then. We located a machine 

shop in Michigan that reproduced the camshaft and 

we were back on the road. Since the. We have 

been on many tours in New York, including       

Niagara Falls, the Jersey shore, and Canada 

(besides the REO tour mentioned in the first arti-

cle). On one tour in Canada we were following 

John and Dorcas LaPorte in the their 1907 Max-

well (three speed) when their rear wheel came off 

and rolled off the road into the fairway of a golf 

course. It took us over two hours to help them lo-

cate the wheel and continue the tour. 

 One of the neat features of this car is the 

radiator cap; it isn't really a radiator cap. The actual 

radiator tank and brass cap are under the bonnet 

(held on with a leather strap). The brass canister on 

top of the radiator is a blank and although it has a 

cap it is used to store matches to light the headlights 

and cowl lights. Also located under the bonnet is 

the gas tank with a brass cap and small toolbox 

(original) on the firewall. 

Sassy Brass a publication of the Susquehanna Valley Region HCCA   
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find! 
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 The 1908 model year was the only year that 

sported brass name plates around the pedals on the 

floor.  1908 was also the only year with REO em-

bossed hubcaps. During 1908 through 1910, the 

two carburetors were replaced with a brass intake 

manifold that was five feet long. It ran from the 

front to the rear heads with one carburetor in the 

middle. With Uncle Bill's help, I mounted two 

Zenith carburetors to our 1908 model. One for 

each head, Similar to the 1905-1907 set-up. 

 

 As I mentioned in the first article this car 

was owned by a REO dealer in 1908 and this was 

his personal car. This model was a five passenger 

touring. However, the rear section of the car could 

be completely removed. There are two heavy 

thumb screws under the back seat that keep the 

body secured in the frame.  This rear section can 

be removed by two-four people leaving the area 

behind the front seat completely open. Since the 

owner/dealer could do anything with his car, he had 

his machinists and carpenters make a small stake 

body to replace the rear section of the body. 

 

 The pictures provided with this article 

shows the original car with the original stake body 

leaning against the car in the barn and the restored 

car with the stake body was made to fit the wooden 

frame in place of the touring section. I am assuming 

that the car was used during the week to pickup and 

deliver parts around York, PA with the stake body.  

The stake body was then replaced with the touring 

body to take the family to church or visiting on Sun-

day. 
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Muddy Creek Forks 2017 Pictorial 
 

Brad Kline organized a terrific event at  Muddy Creek Forks Village in York County 
on July 16th. The Susquehanna Valley Region was well represented. Attendees: 

Bob Lefever,  Clay Green, Bob Bruce, Jeff Beard, Bob Ladd, Joe and Betty Swann, 
Keith and Karen Billett,  Lee and Helen Turner, John and Mary Etta Hershey, &  

David and Nell Deardorff. 
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Above: Brad Kline, 

Betty Swann, Joe 

Swann, Clay Green 

and Bob Bruce 

Below: Brad Kline’s 

EMF and Clay 

Green’s Buick 

Above: Betty Swann 

sitting pretty in 

their EMF. 

Below: Bob      

Lefever’s high 

wheeler truck and 

the Deardorff’s 

Model T—all the 

way from CA! 
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Steve Rinaldo is a great friend and HCCA National Board Member. This article was 

reprinted with Steve’s permission from the June Edition of Buzzard Droppings the 
publication of the Buzzard’s Breath Touring Region AACA. 
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    Just for Fun…  
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Courtesy of Clay Green III 

Joe Swann commented, “Where was Rene?” 

 

Guys: 

  Was not at all happy with the performance of the model 19 Buick on the tour last week, its 
only 107 years old, don't understand it. 

  Anyway, got some time to "play" with it this week--for those of you that don't know, the   
carburetor hangs low between 2 hot exhaust pipes, and a bitch to get at to adjust.  Made a 
heat pipe for the carb (most Buicks need that), a few minor sheet metal cuts fabricating that, 
no big deal. 

  While trying to get to the adjustments, only was hit by a moving fan twice, kind of think you 
could stop a fan with your hand if you really tried, though I don't recommend it. 

  Finally got to making some fine tuning adjustments, and only burnt my hand three times--
nothing like the smell of burning skin--gets your attention real fast!  No, no gloves! Hell, can’t 
even see the adjustments, let alone wear gloves! 

  Anyway, finally thought I had it where I wanted it, and took it for an abusive ride around the 
hood for like 20+ miles--we are at 98% of where we should be, very pleased, but as we all 
know, 80% of the job takes only 20% of the time, don't want to calculate the cost in terms of 
body parts to get that last 2%. 

  Kind of think I'll live with 98%, and keep all my limbs and digits--yes, starts, idles, shifts 
nicely, and did discover that an adult beverage pored on the wounds makes some of the 
bleeding and pain go away! 

  All part of motoring, 

  Clay 
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Announcements 

Thank-you to Lee Turner, Gil Fitzhugh 

Jr., Clay Green, Steve Rinaldo for their  

contributions to this issue of Sassy 

Brass. 

Thank-you to Brad Kline for organizing 

our July event at Muddy Creek Forks 

Above: Brad Kline in period dress instructing visitors at Muddy Creek Forks. 
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Classifieds  

Classified ads submission deadline is the end of this month to be included in 

the next newsletter.  Ads should be 25-30 words in length and can include 

photos. Ads maybe submitted by via email to edsvrhcca@gmail.com or mailed 

to  

Tracy Lesher—475 West Route 897, Reinholds, PA 17569. 



 22 

 

This link has an index of pure gas stations for Pennsylvania and all 

50 states. 

http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=PA  

Brad-Penn Oil can be purchased at Cumberland Truck Equipment 

Co. 

Locations in Ephrata, Carlisle, Chambersburg & Nottingham 

Resources  

http://pure-gas.org/index.jsp?stateprov=PA

